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EGYPT IN CRISIS
A SPECIAL REPORT
Austin Ramsey
Assistant News Editor
Mahmoud Mansour Elsaycd is
proud to be an Egyptian.
As the anti-government protests in
the predominately Islamic north
African country continue to escalate
out of control, the sophomore from
Maadi, Egypt, sat down for an interview with The News concerning h is
own opinion on Egyptian government and his aspirations for the
future of his home country caught in
a struggle between peace and power.
According to Brian Clardy, assistant professor of history and former
instructor of modern African politics, the protests are the resulr of a
variety of issues including federal
police brutality, a lack of free elections and the corruption of free
speech and government.
He said the outcome of more than
a million protestors filling the streets
of Cairo and Alexandria depend on
the
sitting president,
Hosni
Mubarak.
"(Mubarak) has been president for
30 years. To people in Egypt, President Mubarak has had a very oppressive regime, where the secret police
and the army have played a major
role in repressing descent," Clardy
said. "I'm really surprised that
Mubarak has stayed in power this
long; I'm surprised it took (Egyptian
citizens) this long to protest."
They have now, however.
Rioting and marches sprouted up
across the country on Jan. 25, kindled
by the successes of the Tunisian
Uprising late last year, and growing
to an unprecedented size for the
region this week, Clardy said.
"As long as Mubarak is in power.
as long as we have these demonstrations, as long as they become violent,
that means that Egypt is going to
become very, very unstable," he said.
"That is very bad."
Clardy worries the unrest will
have ripple effects to neighboring
countries such as Israel. Jordan and
Saudi Arabia.
Elsayed said the political ripples
do not affect him or parts of his family still located in the unstable country. He said, due to the economic
oppression under which his people
have suffered, the time to cry out
against Mubarak is now.
"Over the past 30 years of this dictatorship, (Egyptians) got nothing.
(Mubarak) says that our economy is
growing - that it has increased 5 percent in the past two years - but if it
increased 5 percent in the past two
years, I would expect some of us to
feel it ... some of the common people
to feel it. But they don't," he said.
"Whenever the country flourishes
on an economic base, only a couple
dozen people feel it - the people who
have links with the government."
Elsayed said the protests began as
a result of heated blogosphere
debates on popular social media networks. He said he saw one antiMubarak Faccbook group gain
86,000 members in a single day.
Elsayed thinks Mubarak has too
much control over the country.
"I'm angry. I swear. if I had the
chance, I would assassinate him

Austin RamSL'YIT/Je New~

Mahmoud Elsayed, sophomore from Maadi. Egypt, speaks out about the Egyprs uprisirKJ, past oppression and what the future holds.
myself, and I have no doubt that
there are hundreds of people who
would do the same, because ... this is
justice," he said.
He said the people dislike
Mubarak, but because he is controlling the elections, the majority has
no way to vote him out of office.
"Last election, according to
(Mubarak's) polls, 88 percent of us
voted for him, and 25 percent of us
actually went out and voted. l'll tell
you now, the four years that I went
through high school in Egypt, 1 never
met a single person - not in my family, not of my friends, not in my
friends' families - I haven't met a
single person who has actually gone
out and voted," he said. "We don't
know when the voting starts. We

QJ3 Brockman
pleads guilty,
receives fine
Elizabeth Johnson
Editor-in-Chief
Casey Brockman, sophomore from Murray
and starting quarterback for the Racer football
team, pled guilty to charges of operating a
motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol as
a minor in Calloway County District Court
Thursday morning.
As a result, Brockman received a $100 fine
and 30-day driver's license suspension. He is

"You look at the present
and you're completely
depressed by it. Our pride
has been deteriorated."
-Mahmoud Elsayed
Sophomore from Maadi, Egypt
don't know where to vote. So, how is
it that one-fourth of our country is
voting? I don't know."
In order to control the conglomerated protestors led by nuclear disarmament act1v1st Mohamed ElBaradei, Mubarak shut off major TV
stations and Internet connections on
Jan. 27 in preparation for the

also required to attend under 21 traffic school
and pay a final fee of $289, including court
costs.
The charges stem from his Nov. 20 arrest at
Campus Suites. An officer
observed Brockman driving through the front lawn
of the apartment complex
on N. 16th Street.
According to the uniform
citation, the officer smelled
alcohol coming from inside
the vehicle. Upon being
asked, Brockman confirmed he had been drinkCasey
ing.
Brockman
After failing two field
Quarterback,
sobriety tests. the officer
sophomore
administered a preliminary
from Murray
breathalyzer test. The test
showed a .023 blood alcohol concentration.
While below the legal limit for those 21 years
of age and older, set at .08, Brockman, 20, was

onslaught of protestors taking
advantage of the approaching weekend.
Elsayed said control like that is
Mubarak's form of hiding from the
international communit)', but it has
clouded the values of some Egyptians.
"He's a coward," he said. "He's
afraid: he knows that no one wants
that, and he shut that down because
he doesn't want everyone else to
know that.
"Today (Wednesday) the Internet
has opened back up again, and I
talked to two of my cousins. One of
my cousins tells me, 'You don't know
how it feels like to defend your
country day and night. I know he's a
bad president, but that doesn't mean

in violation of the .02 limit for those below 21.
The incident occurred following the season's
closing game in which the Racers defeated
Tennessee State 28-.23 to secure their first winning season since 2002.
Head Coach Chris Hatcher confirmed, vi.t email, that the incident has been handll•d.
"We have been on top of this situation the
entire time and we have addrcss<'d the situation internally," he said. ''Due to the serious
nature of the matter, the student-athlete has
been punished accordingly. and we arc moving
forward."
Brockman became starting quarterback with
three games remaining in the 2009 season. He
won the 2010 job against his senior Jeff
Ehrhardt.
The season was record-breaking for Brockman who received recognition with several
Ohio Valley Conference weekly honors and the
title of National Player of the Week by the College Football Performance A wards, The College Sporting News and The Sports Network.

we should get rid of him,'" he said.
"He doesn't even understand what
democracy is. Have you ever heard
someone say, 'I know he's a bad
president, but that doesn't mean we
should get rid of him?' Docs that
make sense?"
Opposition leader ElBaradci could
lead the country in the right direction, Elsayed said.
"My position is that he's the best
candidate that we have. He is the
best foreign relater. He's got a good
background," he said. "He actuaUy
understands how politics work."
Clardy agrees. He said he was
disappointed
when
Mubarak
announced late Tuesday he would
not re-run for president in the
upcoming September election.
"What l would have advised President Mubarak to have done," he
said, "would be to put a functioning
interim government - run by
Mohamed ElBaradei - in place, and
call for new elections."
Mubarak's actions have led to
widespread demoralization, Elsayed
said.
''When you're an Egyptian, you've
been told the great story of your
country - how it was the first country in the world, how it led the way
to civilization. how it led the way to
the Middle East, how it was the best
country in Africa and the Middle
East - but then you look at the present, and
you're completely
depressed by it." he said. "That hurts
our pride. Our pride has been deteriorated."
By Wednesday, protestors were in
danger from all sides, reported The
Associated Press.
A group of about a thousand in
Tahrir Square, Cairo assembled
Wednesday to voice concern over
Mubarak's decision to remain in
office until September. Pro-Mubarak
demonstrators atop camels and horses bearing horsewhips beat the
peaceful crowd out of the square.
Chaos continued Thursday as
Mubarak supporters fired upon
crowds of foreigners. journalists and
human rights activists while the military secured foreign reporters.
Elsayed has little hope for the
future of Egypt.
"I think (Mubarak's) son is going
to come into office," he said. "His
son is just like him, and somehow, by
some miracle, 90 percent of us arc
going to vote for his son. If it's still
under his rule, I just can't trust that
there's going to be a free election."
Clardy is more hopeful about the
country's fate.
"I honestly think that the violence
is going to reach a tipping point that
it's going to force some kind of
change," Clardy said. NJ think that
Mubarak is actually going to take the
advice of the people in the streets. I
honestly think that he will step
aside."
Despite all this, Elsayed still advo·
cates the people's right to protest.
"I'm extremely frustrated that I'm
not in the streets: I'm extremely frustrated that I can't participate there,"
he said. ''I feel like I'm trapped here
because I want to be able to be there
with them."
When asked about family members participating in protests, he said
he wasn't scared.
"It has never gotten scary," he
said. "This is thl· proudest moment
that I've ever seen in my country."

Contact Ramsey at aramseyS@
murraystate.edu.

Brockman went 212-for-320 on the season,
passing for 2,442 yards and 15 touchdowns.
Brockman also recorded 79 rushes. picking up
292 yards and seven touchdowns.
In his ftrst start of the season, Brockman
completed 32 of 41 passes for 570 yards, a single-game school record. He finished the game
with 586 yards in total offense, another school
record, and seven touchdowns, tying the conference record.
Ho set the school record for pass completion,
connecting on 41 of 58 tosses against Eastern
Illinois.
Brockman, a four-year letter winner for Calloway County High School under Head Coach
Josh McKeel led the Lakes to district and
regional victories his senior season. He finished the year with 3,417 passing yards and 41
touchdowns to earn All-State honors. Brockman holds the Calloway County records in
passing yards and touchdowns.

Contact Johnson at elizabetha.johnson@
murraystate.edu.
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Today

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

•8 a.m. Men's Tennis Four-Team
DUal Match Tournament; Kenl~e
State Resort Park, free with Racer·
card (Sat., too)
•S p.m. Chinese New Year Celebration sponsored by the International
Cultures and Languages Associa·
tion; The Curris Center Stables,
open to all
•7=30 p.m. "Broken Embraces" Cinema International; Curris Center
Theatre, free (Sat., tOQ)

e9 a.m. Murray Tiger Archery Team
Cupid Classic; Murray High School
•11 a.m. Free Wine Truttings; Purple
Toad Winery; Paducah, Ky., free
•12:30 p.m. Fort Henry Anniversary
Program; The Homeplace; Land
Between the Lalu~s National Recreation .Area, open to all
•7:30 p.m. Motocross: William Cherry Agriculture Expo Center, $10 per
person

e8 a.m. Men'• Temtl• Four-Team
Dual Match Tournament; Kenlake
State Resort Park, free with Racercard
•8:30 Former Kentucky Wilckat Bas·
ketball player Cameron Mills Lee·
tore; Benton First Baptist Church;
Benton, Ky., open to all
•D a.m. Tht Journey Church: Currls
Center Ballroom, open co all
•12 p.m. A Visit with the Eagles; Ken·
lake Stat~; Resort Park. open to all

e8 a.m. General Requirements Exam;

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

•9 a.m. All-Campus Sing Second

•12 p.m. Pet Therapy; Currls Center
Rocking Chair lounge, open to all
pets and pet owners
•12:20 p.m. Baptist Campus Ministries Luncheon; ,BCM Building, $1
•1:30 p.m. Staff Congress Meeting;
Curris Center Stables, open to all
~p.m. Life Drawing Classes; Yeiser
Art Center; Paducah, $IS per person

.s p.m. Murray Envtrollmelata1 Stu-

Informational Meeting; Curris Cen·
ter Mississippi Room, open to all
•6:30 p.DL Slack Women: Bold,
Black. Beautiful Presentation.
Wrather Museum. free
•6:30 p.m. "The Meat of the Matter"
Nutrition Lector~ Chemistry Building Lecture Hall, free
•1:30 p.m. ..Get Smart" Tinsel Town
Tuesdays Productioni Curris Center
Theatre. free

Police Beat
January27
3:09 p.m. A caller at Blackburn Science Building report·
ed ROTC would be training in
the mall area. Murray State
Police were notified.
4:47p.m. A caller at Lee Clark
Co1lcgc reported an argument
between two people regard·
ing a parking space. An offi~
cer took a report.
10:23 p.m. A caller on the llOO
Block of College Courts
informed officers there was a
fire in the wall heater. Central
Plant and the Murray Fire
Department were notified.

January28
7:19 a.m. A taller at Han Col-" •r
lege reported burned material
had been found in thl! west
stairwell on Jan. 27. An officer
responded and took a report.
11:22 a.m. A caller reported a

medical emergency at the Sci·
encc Complex. Murray State
Police and emergen.::y meJ·
ical services were notified
2:58 p.m. A caller at Hart Col·
lege requested an officer to
check the welfare of a person.
Officers were notified and
responded. The person was
determined to need of medical attention and was trans·
fered by ambulance to the
hospital. The responding offi.
cers took a medical report.

January29
12:58 a.m. A burglary alarm
was activated at the Price
Doyle Fine Arts Building.
Officers were notified and
determined it had been acci~
dentall)' activated.
8:28 p.m. Racer Patrol reported the smell of natural gas in
and around the Facilities
Management Building. Officers. Central Plant and tho
Murray Fire Department
were notified. The state fire

dent Society meetinl:
Building. open to all

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
1

:~

information to thenewJ@
murraystate.edu.

Please submit even&s by noon on
Wednesdays. We canaot ~
all items received will be published.

Coming Up

carr Health

•7:30 p.m. Men's Basketball vs.
Tennessee Tech University

•1:<T1 p.m Wol'$hlp; BCM Building,
free

• 1:30 p.m. "11lrone of Bloocr' Cinema loternational; Curris Center
Theatre. free
·~ p.m. Mea's Basketball vs. Tennessee Tech Univenlty (Project an4
Serve Night); CISB Center, free :with
Racercard

lege. The officer took a report
for first degree possession of
a controlled substance.
9:02 p.m. A caller reported
someone was parked in a
restricted spot. Racer Patrol
issued a citation.

January31
9:53 a.m. R.acer Patrol requested
an officer for an altered parking
permit at the corner of the Waldrop and Chestnut lots. An officer
took a report for third d~ pos·
session of a forged instrument.

marshal was notified after a
report was taken.
9-.22 p.m. The Murray Police
Department notified Public
Safery of a possibly intoxicated driver on Gilbert Graves
Drive. When an officer
arrived, the vehicle was gone.

January30
1:40 un. The Marsh.-!ll County Sheriffs Office advised the
Murray State Police to be on
the lookout for a person to be
served court paperwork.
12:21 p.m. A caller requested
assistance getting into a room
at Roy Stewart Stadium. An

r-----------------------•

I
I
I
I
I

room lOS; Ordway Hall
-9 a.m. Feeding the Hungry; Hippo's
Building; Paducah. open to all
-4:30 p.m. Murray State Traditional
Karate Club Practice; Carr Health
Building, open to all
•1:30 _p.m. "Jack and the Beanstalk"
Murray State Theatre Production;
Lovett Auditorium. free with Racer·
card (Tue., Wed. and Thur., too)

If you would like an event to appqr iD
the This Week section, fill out a f9rm
In 11Je Mum~y State News office at W
Willon lhll. fax to 809-3175 or e--mail

FREE APPE11ZER

February I

officer responded.
12:48 p.m. An elevator call
button was accidentally acti·
vatcd in the Curris Center. An
officer determined everything
was OK.

January31
12:40 a.m. A caller accidentally called 911, while trying to
dial off campus. An officer
responded and determined
everything was OK.
12:49 a.m. An officer spoke
with a pharmacist who assist·
ed in identifying possible con·
trolled substances located
during a search at Hester Col·

10:32 a.m. A caller notified
Public Safety of a car door hit·
ting another in the · College
Terrace North Parking lot.
An officer was notified.
4:27 p.m. A caller reported a
person in the Applied Science
Building refusing to leave. An
officer responded and spoke
with the individual. Thl'y lt!ft
the building, and the officer
took an information report.
8:33 p.m. A caller reported
sparks emitting from a heater
in an a College Courts apartment. Murray State Police,
the Murray Fire Department
and the state fire marshal's
office was notified. Officers
took a fire report.

February2
5:25 p.m. Murray State Police
arrested Rahcem Newsom,
freshman from Radcliff, Ky..
at Lee Clark College on a war·
rant issued by Hardin County
for receiving stolen property
under $500.
10:12 p.m. An elevator call
button was accidentally acti~
vated at White College.
10:24 p.m. Racer Patrol
requested an officer for an
unsecured door at the Alumni
Affairs building. An officer
responded. contacted the
building coordinator and
secured the door.
Motorist assists · 0
Racer escorts - 0
Arrests- 1
Assistant News Editor Austin
Ramsey compiles Police Beat
with materials provided by
Public Safety. Not all dispatched calls are listed.
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Forums held to discuss
diversity, inclusion
Elizabeth Johnson
Editor-in-Chief

Photo murtc-<~ of ).:tdyn FN•wr

Andrea Tucker speaks about transgender Issues about before members of Murray State Alliance and other students Sunday In the Curris Center.

Speaker defmes transgender
John Walker
Staff writer
Murray State Alliance hosted a guest speaker on Sunday to
address issues of transgender identificntion. Andrea Tucker of
Louisville spoke about her transgendcr lifestyle to n packed
room in the Curris Center.
"Transgender" is defined as a person appearing or attempting to be a member of the opposite sex. as a transse..xual or
habitual cross-dresser.
Chris Morehead, senior from Paducah, s aid Tucker's talk was
inspirin~ for students who are copin~ with their gender identity.
"The push for (transgender) issues is ~owing," Morehead
said. "People can still get fired for being (transgender). and for
being gay too, in this state."
Mon.•hcad said the transgender issue is not specifically gay or
lesbian, but falls under the lesbian, gay, bisexual. transgendcr
umbrella in its fight for equal rights and representation.
"Transgender is not on the backburner," Morehead said. "But
transgcnder individuals identify differently and understanding
the differences is the hardest part.'"
Kyle Shupe, junior from Farminj.\ton, Ky., and vice president
of Alliance, said students attending the talk could identify with
Tucker.
"There are students on campus who believe it did represent

them," Shupe said. "We had been discussing the issue for a
while. We just needed a way to make it more real. We decided
it was important to have a speaker for those students, and just
act as representatives for those students in the community.''
Shupe said one of the first priorities the Murray State
Alliance is to include transgendcr students in the University's
non-discrimination policy.
"We hope to get them more representation at the University," Shupe said. "That way they are accepting the fact that these
people arc real."
Brian Kinnaman, senior from Berlin, Germany said the talk
tmlightened many students who are not familiar with the issues
surrounding the transgcndcr community.
"It was really eye-opening fur a subject that is rarely brought
up," Kinnaman said. "I think it was good to learn the definitions
and basics of this lifestyle. One way to humanize the situation
is to learn the terminology."
Kinnaman said in a world just coming to terms with the lesbian and gay community. transgender lifestyle is yet to be fully
accepted.
"They're a minority within a minority. and although none of
the knowledge was new to me there wen.· certainly people in
the audience who can take something away from speaker," he
said. "This is why Alliance hrought it. it was to educate.''
Kinnaman said AHiancc has three transgendcr members.
Contact Walker at john.walker@murraystate.edu.

For two years, Murray State has worked to develop a Campus
Diversity Plan. University President Randy Dunn even established his first commission to address the diversity and inclusion
issue.
Tuesday, those plans went public as the President's Commis·
sion on Diversity and Inclusion (PCDI) hosted two open forums
to receive feedback from the campus community on the plan's
preliminary drafting.
The Commission was organized to promote inclusion uf
underrepresented groups across campus.
Students, faculty and staff of diverse genders, races, sexual orientations and cultures gathered in the Curris Center's Mississippi Room to discuss the plan's development.
··1 think it's really important to have a lot of voices participate
in deciding what that type of plan will look like," Dunn said. "It's
going to be a function that's really critical to the University, and
it's going to help define the University for a number of years to
come."
PCDI co-chairs S.G. Carthell and Jody Cofer, and Office of
Equal Opportunities Director Sabrina Dial presented information
on the plan, including the state's definition of diversity, strategies
for mcreasing it and areas in need of targeting.
According to the presenters, the plan stems from a statewide
effort to abandon the former Kentucky Plan, which focused on
African-Americans, to include a broader spectrum.
Four areas of focus required by the state are student body
diversity, student success, workforce diversity and campus eli·
mate. To customize the plan for Murray State, PCDI is adding
emphasis to reaffirm the commitment to Kentucky AfricanAmerican students and also forming other initiatives effecting
student affairs and communications.
Shawnta Jones, freshman from Glasgow, Ky., and student
worker at the Office of Multicultural Affairs (OMA) said she
hopes the new plan creates a more comfortable atmosphere un
and off campus for all students.
"As of right now I sec (OMA) trying to get not only AfricanAmericans, but the Asian students," Jones said. "I don't think they
should have all of the credit. I think it should be put out to others.''
All public institutions are to draft customized plans based on
their service region. Drafts are due to the Council on Postsecondary Education on March 15.
The plan will then be presented to the University Board of
Regents. PCDI is hoping to have the plan set in action by September.
Staff Regent Phil Schooley said discussions of the Diversity
Plan have already taken place at previous meetings. Schooley
also asked for hourly staff to be included in the draft.
Discussion in both forums led to the idea of a Diversity Center
on campus, similar to that of the women's and multicultural centers.
Hiring a Chief Diversity Officer was also mentioned to allow
dedication to diversity and create unity between the main and
extended campuses.
Funding concerns were presented. However. the presenters
said finances would come from Murray State's Hold Thy Banner
High capital campaign, as well as donations.
Other raised concerns were the impact of the Murray commu·
nity on recruiting and retaining students as well as the implementation of the five-year plan once it is passed.
"We really wanted the students, faculty and staff here on campus to offer their input because to make a diversity plan actually
work and not be a plan on the shelf, you need their buy-in," Cofer
said.
Ideas and concerns pertaining to the plan should be e-mailcd to
msu.pcdi@murraystate.edu by Feb. 11.
Contact johnson at elizabetha.johnson@murraystate.edu.
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Opinion Editor: Casey Bradley

Pbone: 809-5873

Our View

About this, that
and some more
The staff editoria l is the majority
opinion of the editorial board of
The Murray State News.
T uesday night the streets and
sidewalks buzzed with activity.
Braving the wild winter winds,
Murray residents joined students
at Lovett Auditorium to hear Ben
Stein speak on political subjects.
Known by this generation for his
clear eyes, money and acting roles,
Stein spoke on quite a few topics
that were, needless to say, all over
the map.
It was a decent speech, to a
point. It wasn't Desmond Tutu,
but it wasn't absolutely horrible
either. So where was it lacking?
For starters, he made points, but
no real arguments. Statements
were thrown out, practically about
any and every topic imaginable,
but they lacked deeper insight. He
said enough to intrigue the crowd,
but left them wanting. Think pep
rally and you'll get the general
idea.
Stein said what he needed to say
in order to please the audience,
but didn't put much more effort
than that into his appearance.
Why would he? Having already
made his mark in history as a pop
culture speed bump, he relied on
his name to be the face for his
--:~
opinions.
Instead of actually developing
his 1 opinions with examples and I
so·tirces, Stein relied on "Bueller"
and eye care to back up his voice.
Like a true politician, he danced
around the issues, throwing out
broad statements to kindle the fire
of his listeners.
But afterward, who'll keep it
alive?
The speech has ended and all we
can recall is how he jumped
around, bringing up issues and
u

•

J

then moving on to another before
elaborating. So what if he was
once a speech writer? His speech
seemed almost unprepared, as
though he knew the topics he
wanted to mention, but left it at
that.
As college students, we know
what it means to skimp on the
studying. You can browse the topics, but more often than not you
need to delve a little deeper. Stein
would probably benefit fr om
adhering to this philosophy.
Rather than studying up for his
visit to Murray, our speaker
assumed it would be enough to try
a cram session. And we all know,
while sometimes it works, most of
the time we could have been better prepared.
Stein made mention of noticing
a Waffle House as soon as he
entered our small city. Clearly he
didn't take the time to see it was
actually a Huddle House. If he had
taken a moment, he may have seen
it was not yellow and did not serve
waffles. Oh well, maybe next time,
right?
Cheers to the people responsible
for bringing him to the University,
it wasn't a completely bad decision and we're not hating on you.
It was the speaker's fau lt for not
giving it his all and instead relying
~m his reputation to do all the talking. .
.)&li i UUl•J'i JJ• U( t
1
t
In the end, p<>li.ticians are iilfamous for"'their ability to dance a jig
around the issues about ·which
people want to hear.
T hey are good at rallying the
troops, giving people just enough
to keep them biting.
So, all in all, let's just hope the
next speaker doesn't try to lead a
pointless pep rally.
We're out of high school and we
want more meat in our speeches.
So stand and deliver.

lat do , .......
What was your favorite candy
as achild?
"I always liked Lemonheads because
they remind me of summers at the lake
with my family."

Erin Jackel • louisville
junior
"Junior Mints, because I once stole
them and asked Mom if I could have
them for dinner. I've had them in my
memory ever since."
Elizabeth Cromwell • Memphis, Tenn.
freshman
"Cherry sour balls! Growing up. I looked
forward to going to the gas station with
my dad. and that's how I spent my
allowance. Everyone should have these
in their life!"
Elta Humphery· Memphis, Tenn.
graduate
Nate Brelsford'The News
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C.1rtoon by Madeline Bartler

Community Voice

~eenager's testimonial'
On Jan.
21, Drew
Hursey
committed
journalistic suicide.
I would
have loved
to
have
beaten
c 0 d y
Nolan Phillips Arant to
Non-student f rom the punch
in writing a
Benton, Ky.
satire
based on Hursey's piece. Alas, it
is not to be.
Arant went above and beyond
the call of duty in his work and I
simply want to thank him for
pointing out the error of Hursey's
ways. For those who missed it,
the piece, "Well, hey there sports
readers" by Arant is a wonderfully penned work, rife with delirious babble and perverse
thoughts, leading the reader into
the seemingly endless abyss that
must be the mind of a madman.
Yet when all seems lost, Arant
pulls it together to point out the
ridiculousness that was Hursey's
column.
Like Arant, I love reading and
writing. l truly enjoy scouring
news sites for well written articles covering the happenings in
far-off places. I enjoy reading
people's opinion pieces and take
time in dissecting what has been
written.
Arant and Hursey both wrote
pieces stating their opinions on
issues that pertained to them.
Arant's work was correctly
placed in the opinion section, the
same place that this letter finds
itself. Neither of us will be paid
for writing these, as they are

opinion pieces. Anyone can write
one, voicing whatever they so
choose. Hursey proved that criteria in spades when he chose to
recite the equivalent of a
"teenager's testimonial" this past
month.
However, the issue here is not
so much his poor narrative skills,
but that he is paid to cram sports
opinions down our throats and
instead chose to use his platform
to discuss something irrelevant.
Please understand, this is not to
say "religion is irrelevant."
(Everyone is entitled to their
own beliefs.)
The point is that a sports
writer, who is paid to cover
sports issues, had better write on
the topic he is being paid to
address. You do your job, just like
everyone else. You want to
change topics, subject matter, job
duties, etc? Talk to your boss, or
fmd a new job.
It is irresponsible of an employee to not do their job, instead
choosing to do a completely different job, expect payment for it.
What you did is the equivalent of
a cook bringing out a taco when
someone asked for a steak. They
both contain cow, so whats the
harm, eh?
Hursey, your column wasn't
about sports and that is the problem.
It makes mention of them, however, it wasn't about them. There
is a difference.
Your opinion of where sports
belong is seemingly biased, taking
a backseat to your faith. That is
somewhat understandable, even
commendable, however a sports
column is to be written about
sports. This column wasn't.
I can randomly insert any pas-

time into that column and it is
still not about the pastime. It is
about your faith and its impact on
other facets of your life. One of
which just happens to be sports.
Martin Luther King Jr. brings
up Abe Lincoln and the Emancipation Proclamation in his "I have
a dream" speech. This doesn't
make the speech about Lincoln,
but provides a backdrop to present his speech. See where this is
going?
You used the word "sports" as
your backdrop to introduce the
main topic. which was not sports.
In failing to write about sports.
you failed to do your job, and
therefore do not merit payment.
Hursey, in his vague mentions
of sports throughout the column,
managed to somehow make a
buck off an opinion that was
unrelated to sports.
While it probably was not his
original intention to deceptively
profit off this, r hope students.
especially those not of similar
faith, realize what is being
preached in their paper. I also
hope that after the reception his
column received, Hursey thinks
twice before pulling a stunt of this
nature again.
What are the readers to expect
the next time they open the sports
section? Unabashed sports opinions and coverage? Unenthusiastic reporting? Or will it simply be
more witnessing to a religion that
a large number of Murray State
students do not call their own?
If you want to write about your
faith, and want to witness to the
world, do it on your own time.
I won't be so presumptuous as
to speak for everyone, but personally, I'll go looking for it when
I want to hear it.
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Jeers to ... Anderson

=~i~~
pro-Mubarak

,

thugs. Careful
with him! He's
a journalist and
nice to look at. Those are
bard to come by.
Cbeers to "'

cheers

Volka
w a- ~
gens and the
funny commercials
they create.
Seen 'em?
Hilarious.
I write
this with
the
full
understanding,
maybe
e v c n
expecta-~..-M..__a_tt_H_all
____ tion, that

by
the
time this
bits the
racks, everything I am about to
say will be rendered meaningless.
That said, what about Egypt?
It's like all of us '89ers are getting a round two of what it was
like for our parents when the
Eastern Bloc fell.
I personally find it absolutely exhilarating. But I'm a sap
for real democratic change, or
at least the possibility of it.
This, I think, will be the
beginning of the end for secular authoritarianism in the
Middle East.
That designation of "secular
authoritarianism" is important
for two reasons; frrst of all, I
don't think this signifies the
end for Saudi Arabia or other
Islam-centric states.
Right now, the Arab leaders
who arc toppling are the secular dictators, forme{ military
men who remain in pllicc tt>
keep things "stable."
The second reason I see this
as the end of the "secular
authoritarian" era is that the
parties which will participate
in whatever democratic government is formed will not
look like our parties.
Instead, some of these parties will be lslamist. Some of
them will be theoretically
Islamist, meaning that they
will want a state similar to
Iran.
My suspicion is, however,
that even among the Egyptian
Islamists, there is far more of a
propensity toward democracy
and participation in a multiparty state than there is in a
country like Lebanon or Syria.
Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood, which was founded as a
moderate Islamic movement
in the 1890s, has a sizable moderate element.
What's more, for all the
focus that the media has made
on the group, the Muslim
Brotherhood was as caught
off-guard by these protests as
senior from
Abingdo11, Va.

Check it!

Randomly Penciled

Jeers to - Tbe Nnd
Online Editor for
deleting his Facebook
account.
You're always on
the computer, so
why can't we chat?
This is a phase.
c&.s to Munay

f.
•
•

)8lrS

Cbeen to - David Kaplan
everyone else, excluding the
and his stunning
100,000 or so people who were
photographs. Misty
obviously on-guard enough to
covered
valleys,
participate in that frrst demonplanets
glinting in
stration.
the night sky. PosiTo me, all of this revolution
tively beautiful.
is very exciting and I believe
that no matter where it goes, it
is a step in the right direction
for the Egyptian people.
It will be uncomfortable for
the United States government.
So far, we have not taken this
with the grace that Gorbachev
had in losing the Eastern Bloc.
It's funny to me how the
(In response to a column run in
spread of democracy in a dif·
The Murray State News on Jan.
ferent part of the world 20 21)
years later can illicit such a
I want to address Drew
different response.
Hursey's column. Having read
Obviously, these strong men the opinions of other people
are our strong men this time, criticizing the column, I am
in a part of the world we have compelled to write this.
As some other people have
become convinced is our turf
stated
the column isn't about
to deal with as we please.
sports,
I
would like to disagree.
Still, we arc the democratic
It
is
about
where sports
country.
belongs, it is a game, not life.
We should be wetting ourYes the game is important in
selves in excitement at the American culture and I love
prospect of more democracies. most all aspects of sports, but it
Instead, our leaders wring is a game and all games do end.
their hands and speak of Then what? I agree with
Islamist parties and the possi- Hursey.
bility of this being like Iran 30
There is more to life than a
years ago.
game. This is his column to
To those U.S. leaders (this write what he wants, as long as
paper: do~s cif.culare• in p.t., j ··~tis about sf'orts,\li\d l see this
right?) 1 s;iy this: Grow up. lS as m11c.h a~out aport& aJ, what
.
happened last week at the
Democracy 1s messy. The U.S. CFSB c t
S
th'
.
en er.
enate prov~s lS pomt.
Thank you for the opportuniWe here m . the U.S: must ty to support a well written collearn to deal wtth Islam1st par- umn and sports journalist.
ties that win free elections,
rather than trying to delegitCindy McDonald,
from
Paducah, Ky.
non-student
Jrruze, marginalize and/or
demonize them.
Democracy in the Middle
East means Islarnist parties
and this should not be surprising, considering that many in
the Middle East are Muslim
(no really, look it up on
I voted for President Barack
Wikipedia).
Obama so that he would carry
Even as a raging secularist out the business of governing.
with a penchant for mocking
He seems to have abandoned
the Religious Right, I can deal this fundamental duty of the
with an Islamist party.
Presidency.
I don't want theocracy, but I
also don't want a dictatorship
propped up by the military
and police, like Hosni
Mubarak's. Both religion and
the "forces of order" can be
threats to democracy.
That means it is time for the
United States to break with
past foreign policies and stop
bludgeoning one with the
other, in the name of stability.

Unseen, unheard

OH

weather
not cov- ~
ering t~e
town m
S

n 0 W.

For once.

Jeers to"'

the U.K. immigration
officer
who put his wife
on the terrorist nofly list while she
was out of the
country, I mean,
talk about a nasty
trick, ya prick.

letters ·letters •letters

Sports not all
to life

Government
spending,
too wild

It appears he has decided he
will govern business.
The Federal Government is
spending itself out of existence.
It has poured money into states
and is now attempting to
charge interest on the money
sent to the states.
Michigan is a prime example
but not the only one.
As unemployment benefits
have been extended time and
again it was done because
money was sent from the federal governments to the state
governments. Now the federal
government is expecting to
get that money back with interest.
In order to 'help' these states
the federal government is
examining whether or not it
will allow states to go bankrupt
in order to restructure its debt.
This is insane.
To top it off, the President is
relying on an 'Economic Panel'
,
id
h
I
t hat is now hea~e by t e CEO
of General Electric. Iri
exchange for four or five thousand jobs, GE is being allowed
to provide dangerous technology to the Communist Chinese.
This President, when confronting corruption and ignorance in Wall Street Banks,
Insurance Companies and
Stockbrokers, decided the way
to fix the problem was to throw
Americans out of their homes
and give cash to the thieves.
It is wildly insane.
It is unfortunate. He has such
great promise as a President
and then he surrounded himself with parasites and fools.
I pray we are delivered.
Alfred Brock.
non-student from Wayne, Mich.

Send us yoar lettenl
Contributions should be
turned in by DOOn
Tuesday, via e-mail or
thenews.org

Kids At Play

by Alex Lane

r

Imagine you're
a freshman girl,
thrust into a new
world, new experiences. You find
yourself at your
first college party,
meeting new peo......,;.......:.._ __ ._.. pie and having
Casey Bradley fun.
Opinion Editor
A cute boy
approaches and
you melt at his smile, hang on his
every word. You easily accept a
drink from him, never noticing the
drugs he slipped in it moments earlier.
The night ebbs away, a blur, and
you wake up in the morning, not
sure of much, just knowing something is not right.
Drugged rape isn't always forcible
and typically the victim isn't even
aware it's happening. Date rape,
when substances are not involved,
seems as if the information will not
compute in the mind of the victim.
"What's happening? Why is he
doing this? I don't understand."
It's sex without mutual consent
and it's more than just physically
damaging. Not all scars are visible.
Originally, I had planned to discuss the candy gems of my childhood. (As you may have noticed by
now, I'm a bit nostalgic.)
Something far more important
than yearning for my golden past
has come up, though.
A new bill, "No Taxpayer Funding
for Abortion Act," has been presented, threatening to redefine
rape. Why? To refrain from government money being used in abortions deemed products of certain
rape cases.
The redefining would limit the
use of these funds to cases ruled as
"forcible." Date rape, statutory rape
and drugged rape would no longer
"count." .... II
.. • •
d . d . d' 'd
Does a ecetve m 1v1 ua1 not
deserve the right to reclaim her life?
What about women who are unable
to speak up, who do not have the
mental capacity to understand what
is happening when they are taken
advantage of? If rape were redefined, these rapes would no longer
be considered.
As a woman, I'm fortunate to have
never had to experience rape. In my
life, "no" means "no" and 1 haven't
had to fight for that choice. All
women are not that lucky and, as of
now, even under restricted access,
abortion is an option for victims of
rape. An option that helps a woman
reclaim her life and have control of
something.
Silence is the enemy. If you don't
speak out, if you don't raise your
voice, attackers can and typically
will harm others. The same goes for
this bill. Speak out against a bill that
would send women back to picking
up the pieces in silence.
We live in an amazing world, a
world in which we can make choices from how we like our breakfast
to where our lives will lead. And we
can influence the decisions of our
nation, it's what makes people
beautiful.
We have the extraordinary power
of voice.

Contact Bradley at
bradley@murraystate.edu.

• The News f acebook opinion forum:
Share your thoughts about articles,
current events or campus happenings.

-

By The Numbers is now
exclusively online at
thenews.org

Are you keeping
up with news of
foreign affairs?
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New equipment
helps students take
charge of fitness
Rebecca Walter
Contributing writer
The two-story, 73,000-sq. feet, state-of-the-art Susan E. Bauerfeind Student Recreation and Wellness Center, home to a variety
of exercise machines, aerobic studios, a pool. a hot tub. three fullsize basketball courts, a running track and two racquetball courts,
has made a recent addition to their facility.
The Wellness Center has replaced most of the cardio equipment - treadmills, elliptical trainers. cross trainers. bikes. steppers and rowing machines - with new machines, as they do every
three years in order to ensure the equipment's upkeep for the students and faculty who utilize the facility.
Joetta Kelly, manager of the Wellness Center, said the new
equipment is beneficial to all, and the health of individuals on
campus is important to the Center's staff.
"We are very excited about this new equipment," she said.
"This equipment is better on the knees and is also iPod compati·
ble. We want students, faculty and staff to be healthy in every
way possible. Our goal is to promote wellness in every aspect of
life."
With nearly t>very machine in usc throughout the da}. students
seem to enjoy the new iPod compatible equipment. The
machines come with a cord that charges iPods as the user works
out and releases kinetic energy, and a headphone jack to listen to
the iPod.
Lindsey Smith, senior from Murray, snid she loves the
improvement.
"These are a lot nicer and keep up with everything better.'' she
said.
Smith said the reason she visits the Wellness Center b because
she takes her health very seriously.
"Being healthy has always been important to me," she said.
Rachael Stephenson, junior from LanesviUc. Ind .. sniJ the new
equipment helps when working out becaust' of its efficiency.
"They are very nice and clean, and they are also very accurate,"
Stephenson said.
Her main reason for visiting the Wellness Center is because of
a personal resolution, she said.
Said Stephenson: "It is my New Year's Resolution to come to
the Wellness Center more."
Staff writer Haley Russell contributed to this article.
Contact Walter at rwalter@murraystate.edu.

Patrons utilize aerobic equipment In the Wellness Center. The new equipment. replaced every three years, features iPod chargers.

Campaign urges students to keep money on campus
•

;>
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Haley Russell
Staff writer
The University Bookstore, Winslow Dining
Hall, Thoroughbred Room, Starbooks and all of
the residential colleges have a little-known
similarity: they arc all campus auxiliaries and
41 percent of students are not aware profits
from these services contribute to scholarship
funds, nccording to a study run by the Marketling Department.
Lynsey Sheets, marketing and communications manager of Dining and Racer Hospitality
Services, is in charge of a new promotion entitled Live Murray. It is a campaign encouraging
students to cat, stay and shop on campus.
Sheets said.
"The Live Murray campaign is basically a
way for us to communicate to students the connection between the auxiliary services, so dining. housing and the bookstore and the idea
behind Live Murray is that when you eat, shop
and stay on campus then you're living Murray,"
she said.
Sheets said the reason Live Murray is so
important is because when students buy from
campus auxiliaries, they are doing the equivalent of buying local in a small town. The profit
made from purchases in the auxiliary services
go back to the University, as it would in a small
town.
"A lot of students don't realize that what they
buy on campus stays on campus," she said. "So
it's kind of the idea of sort of buying locally.
What you buy here stays here."
The goal for the campaign is to help students
understand more about the auxiliary services.

Auo;.lin fl..llll'-o<·y/T!Je N«•w,

Astudent prepares to purchase adrink at Starbooks. Part of the money spent will contribute to scholarships.
"Our goal is to launch this campaign so that
students start to associate those three units
with each other and start to exprc~s themselves
how they Live Murray," Sheets said.

84 Utterback Road
Murray, Kentucky 42071
(270} 759.8700
1.888.231.5014

.

Tht> focus of the campaign is student awareness. C,hects said. She believes if st udcnts kuow
the profit from campus auxiliaries goes into the
Univ"·r~ity scholarship fund, they will bl' more

·

likely to utilize these services.
Sheets said the campaign should launch during the 2011 Summer Orientation.
"We'll be starting with Summer Orientation
(by) getting some information out to incoming
students so they start to recognize Live Murray. they ... kn(lW What II u u !i!OS 3S SOOn ih they
get here," slw said.
One of the first ways to get studt·nts involved
in the campaign is to hold a contl'St, and that is
just what Sheets has planned.
"To get this mcssagl' out. we're doing a contest that will be posted online," she said.
"They're going to tell us in some sort of video
format how they Lin· Mum1y ... and then
judges will vote on thl• videos and we'll be giving out a frc:e meal plan, a semester housing
scholarship and a semester of free books."
According to Sheet!', the objective of the
contest is awareness and it will hegin Fall of
2011 once the campaign has had a ch:mce to
fully start.
"It's a way to get students to share with each
other what they're doing on campus and also to
give back to those students who rl'ally do fncus
on keeping it on campus," she said.
Sheets hopes students will associate Live
Murray with a sense of pride by eating, staying
and shopping on campus.
Said Sheets: "Students who kcc:p it on campus can alre::tdy feel th::tt sense of camaraderie
with each uther in their residential colleges.
when they cat meals together and when they
wear their Racer gear. This is just a way to
name it and an out ward expression of that
pride."
Contact Russell at hrussell@murraystate.edu.
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Across campus
PostSea:et.thalldertD .....
Frank Waneu, fouDder oCPoetSec:nt.cam. Will be

spealdag from 8 -10:30 p.m M.arcb 1 at Loveu.Auditorium a ~oChis ~ tout.AdJDiMion
is Cree.
Prior to Warren'$ visit, stUdeiD ale iavtted to
visit Waterfield Librilry to
own PtJetSe.
Cl'et messages USii1g old c4tQ ~tlclrlea.

create ..-

A book signiog will

take place aftet tbe ~peed~.

where books will be availlble for putdllse.

Free tuiodlti .......

1\ltoring. apia. available to It\. .Olllbe tat
floor of the LoWry Center. Jt . . May 5, just before
FmalsWeek.

Healthcare repeal
bill fails in Senate
Associated Press

Ahistorical marker behind Poque Library commemorates the desegrecjatlon of Murray State In the fall of 1955 following Brown v. Board of Education.

Campus remembers desegregation
"Desegregation has created a level playing field for all diverse cultures to gain a standard education," said Theo Mackey, senior from
Rochester, N.Y. "Having a diverse personality allows you to mesh
with all cultures in business, ethics, social life, etcetera."
Although it has been more than half a century since Murray State
opened its doors to black studems, the University continues to actively promote diversity on campus.
Sabrina Dial, director of the Office of Equal Opportunity, stated via
e-mail the importance of a diverse campus.
..Diversity can certainly be a treasure trove for both the institution
and the students," Dial said. "An emphasis on diversity moves the
University students beyond their local or regional experience base as
it expands their perspective in a manner that fosters more global
thinking and a more keen awareness of the impact of culture."
In addition to students, the faculty and staff at Murray State h:IVc
also become more representative of global cultures in the years since
desegregation.
"In terms of our faculty and staff, an environment where diversity
is valued means a workplace where differences are respected and the
unique contributions are welcomed," Dial said. "Diversity assists the
University with its recruitment and retention efforts of faculty, staff,
and students. T he Office of Equal Opportunity monitors the faculty
and staff hiring and the institution's initiatives to attract and retain a
diverse workforce."
The plaque outside of Pogue Library stands to remind everyone of
bow much progress has been made during the last several decades.
Said Dial: "The Historical Marker has been a great platform to discuss the progress that has been achieved, and to note the roads that
lie ahead unpaved."
Contact Brockwell at timothy.brockwell@murraystate.tdu.

Tim Brockwell
Contributing writer
"This story is the first in a four-part series commemorating Black History Month.
A bronze plaque stands behind Pogue Library in the frigid February
morning air. The inscription briefly tells the story of Mary Ford Holland, Geneva Arnold, Bobby Brandon, Arlene Keys and Willie Earl,
the first African-American students to be admitted to Murray State.
The mid-1950s marked a time when many Americans were enjoying great prosperity. It had been a decade since World War II had
come to a welcome close and the Baby Boom was coming into fuJI
swing. The nation was, by and large. a great place to live and work.
For some citizens however, the American dream was withheld by
laws and policies that prevented many brigl:lt and promising young
black people from attending white colleges throughout the south.
Murray State College, as it was formerly known. was one of these
segregated institution.q.
This began to change on May 17, 1954, when the Supreme Court
ruled on Brown v. Board of Education. In its decision, the Court said
educational institutions throughout the south were to begin racial
integration "with all deliberate speed." In keeping with the court's
ruling, Murray State began admitting black students a little more than
a year later.
A walk through campus today might make it easy to forget about
those early days of desegregation. Students from many different ethnic and cultural backgrounds roam the halls and footpaths of the University.
Some students said they appreciate the opportunity to be able to
interact with and learn from people of other cultures.
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2011 SUMMER
STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS
SUMMER ONE SEMINAR
May 20, 2011 to June12, 2011
Munich, Germany;
lnnsbruck, Austria; Fto,-.nce, Italy;
Nice, Lyon, and Parts, France;
London, United Kingdom.

I~

SUMMER TWO SEMINAR
June 10, 2011 to July 3, 2011
Rome, Siena, and Florence, Italy;
lnnsbNc:tc, Austria; Munich, Getrml tnvl
uusanne, Swttzertand; Parts,
London, United Kingdom.

SUMMER MBA SEMINAR
June10, 2011 to June19, 2011
Rome, Siena, and Florence, Italy.
CONTACT:

Prof. Sam McNeely
4090 Business Building
Murray State University
Murray, KY 42071-3314
Tel: (270) 809·6205
Email: sam.mcneely@murraystate.edu

Home Office:
International Business Seminars
8980 E. Raintree Dr., Suite 200
Scottsdale, AZ 85260-7301
Tel: (480) 874-0100
Email: info@ibstours.com
Website: www.ibstours.com

WASHINGTON (AP) -A Republican drive to repeal
the year-old healthcare law ended in party-line
defeat in the Senate on Wednesday, leaving the
Supreme Court to render a final, unpredictable verdict on an issue steeped in political and constitutional controversy. The vote was 47-51.
Moments earlier, the Senate had agreed to make
one relatively minor change in the law, voting to
strip out a paperwork requirement for businesses.
President Barack Obama, who has vowed to veto
any total repeal of his signature legislative accomplishment, has said he would accept the change. It
does not directly affect health care.
Republicans conceded in advance their attempt at
total repeal would fall short. But they also said they
had accomplished an objective of forcing rank and
file Democrats to take a position on an issue that
may play a role in 2012.
Senate minority leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
said the vote marked an opportunity for Democrats
who voted for the bill last year "to listen to those
who have desperately been trying to get your attention."
"To say, yes, maybe my vote for thls bill was a mistake, and that we can do better," McConnell said.
Democrats worked to minimize any political
repercussions, a concern for a party already acutely
aware it must defend 23 seats in the 2012 elections.
Majority leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., said the
Republican repeal movement would "take away a
child's right to get health insurance and ins ead.give
insurance companies the right to use astlima or diabetes as an excuse to take away that care."
"It would kick kids off their parents' health insurance," Reid said. "It would take away seniors' rights
to a free wellness check."

SUMMER CHINA SEMINAR
August 6, 2011 to Auguet 19, 2011
BeiJing, Xlan, and Shanghai, China.

Ac1Jvltle1 wftllnc:lucle visits to such International
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Informational Meeting
on Monday, February 14,
at 4:30 p.m. in 'oom 88252.

Jodi Keen
3rd Place, Editorial
2nd Place, Editorial Page
Casey Bradley
3rd Place, Editorial
Charlotte Kyle
3rd Place. Headline
3rd Place, Column
Honorable Mention, Feature Story
Ricky Martin
1st Place, Sports Column
1st Place, Features Photo
Steve Miller
1st Place, Sports Column
Greg Waddell
1st Place, Sports Section
Elizabeth Johnson
1st Place, Sports Story
2nd Place, Sports Feature
Derek Miller
Honorable Mention, Sports Picture
Mia Walters
3rd Place, Special Sextion
Honorable Mention, News
Rick Burres
Honorable Mention, Sports Essay
Crystal Aker
Honorable Mention, Investigative Story
Laura Cash
3rd Place, News Story
3rd Place, Breaking News
Eli Phillips
2nd Place, Website
Laura Cash, Elizabeth Johnson, Nick
Reside, Crystal Akers
3rd Place, Ongoing Story
Staff
3rd Place, General Excellence
Crystal Akers
2nd Place, Spot News Coverage
Nick Reside, Mia Walters, Laura Cash
Honorable Mention. Business/Agribusiness Page
Elizabeth Johnson, Jake Wardlus
2nd Place. Investigative Story or Series

The Murray State News

Nick Reside, Austin Ramsey
2nd Place, Investigative Reporting
Austin Ramsey, Ben Morrow
3rd Place, Investigative Reporting
Laura Cash, Elizabeth Johnson, Nick
Reside
Honorable Mention, Continuing News
Ben Morrow
1st Place, Analyses & Special Reports
Staff
3rd Place, Editorial
Cody Arant
3rd Place, Commentary
Trevin Holder
3rd Place, Editorial Cartoon
Robin Phelps
3rd Place, Sports News Story
Greg Waddell
1st Place, Sports Column
2nd Place, Sports Page Layout
Mia Walters
3rd Place, Overall Layout
Chris Phillips
1st Place, Feature Page Layout
3rd Place, Illustration
Honorable Mention, House Ad
Elizabeth Johnson
3rd Place, Sports Page Layout
2nd Place, Sports Headline
3rd Place, Informational Graphic
Mia Walters
3rd Place. Special Sextion
Nick Reside
3rd Place, News Headline
Laura Cash
Honorable Mention. News Headline
Charlotte Kyle
2nd Place. Feature Headline
Alex Lane
2nd Place, Comic Strip or Panel
Ricky Martin
2nd Place, News Photo
2nd Place, Feature Photo
David Szemeredy
1st Place & Honorable Mention, Advertising
Design
Nick Paxton
1st Place, Advertising Copy
Kirby Feldkamp
1st Place, Advertising Campaign
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Derek Miller/The News

Actor. economist. writer. conservative pundit and pop culture personality Ben Stein speaks about American exceptionalism Tuesday at Lovett Auditorium. The speech was part of the Presidential lecture Series.

Stein praises
Nick Reside

erican society

He transitioned by expressing his love for the United States.
"I don't take (living in the U.S.) for granted one little bit:' be
said.
"Bueller" was the last thing on Ben Stein's mind when he
Praise wasn't the only thing Stein doled out at the lecture. The
spoke Tuesday at Lovett Auditorium as part of the Presidential
conservative pundit also criticized aspects of the nation,
lecture Series.
expressing concern for the education system in America.
"Tests can lie and tests can screw things up as much as they
Stein, an actor, economist, writer, pundit and former
gameshow host, discussed a variety of topics involving the
can clarify things, but test data shows American students arc far
behind their counterparts in other industrial countries, especial·
nation, from the failing education system to bank bailouts the
before a crowd that filled the auditorium.
ly in math and science which are the building blocks of the
· He was introduced by University President Randy Dunn and
industries of the future," he said.
Kirby O'Donoghue, president of Student Government AssociaStein, an expert economist, said the recession was slowly but
tiq~.-~~ ,co-sponsors the Presidential lecture Series with the
surely co;W!j ~.§Pd-He attacked bankers for being respon.;»r~ Office and University Foundation Board Of.l'.ru~.liwe for dQM'Iuiefrtfi.
"As far as l'JJ;oconcerned. they can build a big jail in some rural
He 6egan his lecture by expressing his gratitude for being in
area in Cadiz, there's plenty of space there as far as I can tell, and
Murray.
"I'm happy,~ Stein said. "I'm in the heart of the heart of Amer·
they can send all these bankers who made these bad loans there,
but don't punish the factory worker or the farmer or the small
ica. I'm very very very very very very happy to be here."
News Editor

FEBRUARY 9·13
Al.l SWEATSHIRTS, HOODIES AND JACKETS

SUNIVERSITY STORE
Find out how vou em~ Win a fREE sweatshin!
Vish us at www. tacebook.com/MurraVStateBookstore
Send vour sweetheart abaUoon bouquet and

we'll deliver It anvWhere nn camnusr
Pre-order by calrmg 270.809.4388.

business owner who can't get a loan because the banks failed,"
he said.
Stein praised the troops for tht:ir valor and sacrifice.
"These guys are the real stars,'' he said. "These people made
the ultimate sacrifice so that we get to Live the way we live."
A standing ovation and a question-and-answer session concluded the lecture.
Previous Presidential Lecture Series speakers include Benazir
Bhutto, Robert Kennedy, Jr. and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
Dana Luker, sophomore from Santa Claus, Ind., said she was
glad to hear Stein praise the troops.
"He talked about the celebrities, the stars and ... the soldiers
and they are the ones who are the actual stars," she said. "I really appreciated that beceuse l know .so many people who are in
the military."
·

•check thenews.org to find out how Presidential Lecture Series'
speakers are chosen.
Contact Reside at nicholas.reside@murraystate.edu.

-~-b-~~-4~,2~on~-------------------- TheNews ----------------------~5e
~c~n~a
~n
~l'
~
Sports EdJtor: Greg Waddell
Assistant Sports Editor: Drew Hursey
Phone: 809-4481

Well, Hey There Murray State

•

Pullin' a·Favre
As good as Brett
Favre's career was.
for many fans of
football, his name
will be forever associated with someone
who is flip-floppy
when it comes to
retirement.
I vividly remember
Drew
him walking off
Hursey
Lambeau Field after Assistant Sports Editor
his last game with
the Packers, eyes swelling with tears, not
being able to speak clearly with a
choked-up voice: heck, I even found a
tear forming in the corner of my left eye.
He was the last remaining gladiator from
the generation of QBs that included Joe
Montana, Dan Marino, Steve Young and
John Elway.
We all knew his great career was over.
Then he came back again, and again and
again before it finally became official.
Man, 1 was so ticked each summer
when the only thing ESPN ever talked
about was Favre thinking about possibly
wanting to discuss thinking about coming out of retirement.
I hated it.
I couldn't grasp why he wouldn't just
stop playing. but then I started to look at
myself in regards to the glamorous life
of an intramural athlete.
For four years, I poured out at a minimum of 18 hours per year into softball,
basketball, football, volleyball and soccer. The sacrifices 1 made were unparalleled. For example, sometimes I would
play at 6 p.m. and other times I would
play at 9 p.m. - dedication at its fmest I
allotted 45 seconds before every game
to stretch and made a rule I could only
drink one soda on game days. Life was
tough. but I just could not let go.
Entering my fifth year, injuries had
started to take a toll on my body. A guy
stepped on my toes with his soccer
cleats my freshman year. I got a cramp
in my calf walking back to my car after
a hard-fought slow pitch softball game
my sophomore year. I jammed a finger
playing volleyball my junior year. As I
recall during my senior year I got a huge
headache in a basketball game when I
had to sprint two times up and down the
floor, but I passed out, so I don't really
remember it well.
The choice was tough, but I knew I
had to let the glory fade and walk away
while I was still at my peak.
Summer passed, and I decided to
stand firm in my retirement. At first. I
enjoyed the perks of retirement like
having time to sit for an entire meal at
Winslow.
Life was good, but the thought of a
comeback after my three-month-long
retirement just grew bigger, but then it
happened. I got a whiff of the leather
from my baseball glove and I knew I
had to seek one last hoorah, but I
promised myself it would only be for
softball, and then I would officially be
done.
I made it throu~h softball with no
injuries. and my team won the championship. I felt just like Elway, except I
wasn't at the Super Bowl, I was on Field
3 of Murray's Central Park with enough
fans to fill up six tables at McDonald's.
Regardless, it felt like the right way to
fade into the sunset, so I retired from
intramurals again.
A month passed, which meant football season was gearing up to start. I
prepared for the onslaught of pressure
my friends were going to put on me to
come out of my self-imposed sequestration on intramurals.
just like clockwork, my friend Cody
Farthing texted me to play quarterback
for the Alpha Sigma Phi 8 Team. I
responded with a resounding, ''No!"
Then he textcd me. "Come on. man!"
So I said, "Sure."
I had battled the onslaught as hard as
I could, but his powerful words were
too strong. I succumbed to the snake
charmer.
I just couldn't understand how I
caved after being convinced I was
done playing, but then it hit me. I
was addicted to coming out of
my intramural retirements.
Being on the field kept me
sane; I guess that's why I have
kept at it for so long.
For the last few summers, I
ll)athed seeing Brett Favre
unable to make up his mind
on if he should come back or
not, but I can now say I completely understand. The call for
an athlete to continue playing sports is
much like an animal's call to the wild. It
is just an athlete's nature, whether a professional or an intramural one.
This is why as soon as football season
ended, I retired, just so I could un-retire
one last time for basketball, well, until
soccer season starts.
Contact Hursey at drew.hursey@
murrayscacc.edu.
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HOMETOWN HERO
TIM MASTHAY GETS
HIS SHOT TO SHINE

•

•

•• ••
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Sophie McDonald
Staff writer

•
As Greco Bay Packers' punter Tim Masthay prepares to run onto the field Sunday for the Super Bowl
against the Pittsburg Steelers, his mind drifts back to a
time when it was not NFL turf onto which he was running,
but the Murray High School football field.
Masthay, a Pittsburg native, grew up in Murray and played soccer,
basketball and baseball but it was not until former Murray High Coach Rick
Fisher convinced Masthay to kick for the football team his junior year did Masthay Sl..'riously consider the sport that would one day make him famous.
"My football aspirations were born at Murray High School," the 6-fuot-1 rl·d·haircd 2.~-ycar
old said. "My childhood dream was to play a professional sport and for a time I Jn'amcd it would
be soccer or baseball, but it turned out to be football"
Fisher. however. recognized Masthay's capacity for football greatness.
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The Great Outdoors
Now is the time
Now is the
time for deer
hunters to scout.
Opening day
of archery season is still seven
months away,
but the information you can gain
from scouting
Steve
right now will
Miller
be the best all
Outdoor columnist
season.
The trees are bare, you do not have
to worry about pushing deer off the
property as you explore their core
areas. and rubs used to mark territory
during the rut are still visible on trees.
If you plan to move a stand, it is less of
a chore now than in the blazing summer heat when ticks and poison ivy
abound.
Your scope of vision is also much
better this time of year. When the vegetation begins co grow in the spring, it
becomes harder to see the land in a
broad view.
Now, you can see the big picture:
where certain trails intersect and why,
what features of the land may create
good funnels of deer traffic come fall
and Ukely routes from bedding areas
to and from feeding grounds.
Areas you would not dream of stepping foot in when the season is underway arc now accessible. Knowing the
areas where deer bed is a high commodity come hunting season. In past
seasons, when I did my scouting just
weeks before the season, I wished I
knew the location of their core areas.
But, that late in the game, it is impossible to snoop around. You will alert
the deer to your presence and push
them off the property.
Look for rubs made in last season's
rut. Finding a trail with a rub line parallel to it and next to open areas will
likely be used by the same deer next
season. Until the peak of the rut, deer
arc creatures of habit. They will maintain these rubs daily as they check the
scent of does in the open fields. This
will be there routine until their noses
tell them that the does are ready to
breed.
After scouring every detail of the
l<1nd, you may realize there are better
locations to hang your stand. Do it
now. The deer will not be spooked by
its presence come opening day, and if
you have ever hung stands in the
August heat, you know it is no fun.
Once you get the stands hung, make
sure you have clear shooting lanes.
You may need to trim some limbs to
open up your shooting options. Be
careful not to trim too much though,
you Jo want some cover to conceal
your presence.
You also want to make sure you
have entry and exit routes to each of
your stands. Create paths away from
the core areas of bedding grounds and
food sources. Avoiding these areas
sometimes makes for a longer walk to
und from the stand, but a stealthy
entrance and exit is necessary. Clear
the path of your routes by removing
noisy obstacles such as dead sticks.
limbs that will grow leaves and deadfalls that will break if you put any
weight on them.
I know it is hard to remain in deer
hunting mode after the season has
ended. Turkey season is right around
the corner, fiShing will be picking up
soon and you spent the better part of
the fall and winter pursuing deer. You
may be tired ofit. The extra effort will
be well worth it come September.
This perseverance is what separates
tht! diehard hunter from the casual
hunter.
Cold days, great for outdoor reads
We arc in the see-saw weather pattern of February. Some days, the temperature may reach a comfortable
enough level to get out on the lake,
while others arc too cold to venture ·
outside.
For these days, I like to read up on
fishing. It gets me excited for the
upcoming season, I learn a lot and it
passes the time until spring will be
here for good. Most articles I read are
found on the Internet about how to
better your success out on the water.
For entertainment, my favorite
book is "Sowbelly: The Obsessive
Quest for the World Record Largemouth Bass" by Monte Burke. It is full
of interesting stories about the craziness some will endure to be the next
world record bass holder. Check it
out, you will not be disappointed.
Contact Miller at steve.millcr@
murraystate.edu.

Each week, The Nerd Elizabeth Johnson. GrecJ Waddell Drew Hursey, Will
tartwrl9ht. Sophie McDonald plus a ouest face off In aheated round of Pick 'em.

NCAA
Week3
Elizabeth Johnson
Ecltorln<hief
Last week: 5-1
Season record· 9·3

Grec) Waddell
Sports Ellt«
Last week: 4-2
Season record: 7-5

Drew Hursey
Assfstlnt Sports Editor
Last weet z-.4
SUson record: 3-9

Will cartwrloht
Chief Baseball Analyst
Last week: 4-2
Season record: 7-5

McDonald
Rifle CorrMJ)Oildent
Last week: 5-t
SNson record: 8-4

Guest Jeanie Moroan
SGA Adviser
last week 4-2
Season record: 5-7
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Men's Basketball

Week ahead provides tough test
Sophie McDonald
Staff writer

Sophomore forward Ed Daniel ooes up stron9 for a shot.

Senior ouard lsacc Miles looks for an open teammate.

W ith the toughest week of the season in
sight for the basketball team. beginning
with Saturday'& game at Austin Peay, Head
Coach Billy Kennedy said this week is crucial for advancement in championship
games.
"This is the toughest week of the season,'' be said. "We're playing three games
in five days against good opponents and
games you've got to win if you want to win
the conference."
Despite the pressure of perfection looming, Kennedy said the team will not succumb to the distraction of planning too far
in advance as they prepare to face Austin
Peay, Eastern Illinois and Tennessee Tech
this week.
"I don't think we'll be looking ahead,
we're just trying to get through today,"
Kennedy said. "Our guys know what's at
stake, they've been here before. We just
have to try to strive to get a little bit better
every day and more consistent is the
biggest key with our effort and our attitude."
Consistency, Kennedy said, has been
sought after all season but has yet to be
achieved by the team.
.. We've had a lot of success one time
doing a lot of things but we haven't had a
lot of success doing it on a daily basis," he
said. "We've talked about (how big these
next three games are) and given (the playe rs) a vision for this stretch because it will
be very difficult, so they're aware of it and
we've talked about it the last couple of
weeks."
Murray State is ranked second in the
OVC and has a record of 15-6 coming into
the games against OVC rivals this week,
but Austin Peay remains first in the conference with a record of 1~9.
To combat its opponents in the upcom·
ing games, the team is focusing on transition defense and rebounding, Kennedy
said. Each opponent Murray State faces
this week have more rebounds than the
Racers. starting with Austin Peay who bas
a season total of 813 rebounds, averaging
35 per game while the Racers have only
produced 683 rebounds, averaging 33 per
game. The Eastern Illinois Panthers have a
total of 724 rebounds and an average of 34
per game and Tennessee Tech has the
largest average with 37 per game and 749
on the season.
With the intense schedule this week,
Kennedy fears a lack of control from the
team.
"I know we'll be excited to play but our

thing is to be excited but under control,"
he said. "We play with really good effort,
but playing smart and having some composure, that's my concern. We haven't
always had that. Even our senior guards
have tried to -do too much, trying to make
homerun plays but not make the disciplined plays. Hopefully we've matured
some so it's going to be a good test for us
in that way."
Having a team full of versatile players
serving as interchangeable parts is both a
strength and curse, said Kennedy, who
played a variety of his roster over the past
several games.
"That's a good thing bt.>cause if you've
got some injuries or you wear somebody
down or somebody messes up you can
punch somebody right back into the lineup and not lose a lot," he said. "It's negative because chemistry is an issue, guys
are always unhappy because they don't get
to play. it's hard for the young guys to
understand, and you have to have a
mature team."
Kennedy said last year's team was more
mature and adjusted to lineup changes
faster and with less resistance than the
current team.
"The dynamic of this team is a little bit
different, but I think they're growing up
some," he said. "We need to be patient
with them, and it's taking us a while to figure out what the best group is. We're still
a work in progress but we're playing really well right now and hopefully we'll solve
some of those issues."
By seeing each game as a piece of a larger puzzle, Kennedy said he and the team
set and focus on attainable but challenging
short term goals to collectively complete
the big picture, one game at a time.
"My biggest thing is if you can win the
frrst game it gives you the best chance to
win the second game, so we'll put all our
emphasis on trying to win the frrst game
and then prepare for (the next game),"
Kennedy said.
The game against Austin Pcay begins at
7:30 p.m. Saturday and will be aired on the
Racer TV Network. The Racers then travel to Eastern lllinois before returning to
the CFSB Center Thursday to face Tennessee Tech at 7:30p.m.
Kennedy said he is looking forward to
being on the road against some of their
greatest challengers.
Said Kennedy: "We have to look for
them to bring their best game and if we do
that then I think we'll give ourselves a
good chance to win."
Contact McDonald at smcdonald3@
murraystatc.cdu.

are Specialties
THE SUMMER AND FALL CLASS
SCHEDULE IS ACCEPTING ADS. GET
YOUR AD IN BY MARCH, 28TH.

..

o

308 S. 12th St., Murray
270-759-2500

Laser VISIOn Surgery COOSWiatJOnS
o Budget & designer eyewear
• Most insurance accepted
o All types of contacts

Murray State Employees
CONTACT AD SALES

270.809.4478

We accept your insurance
for your eye exam.

DR. KEVIN MoADAMS • OPfOMETIUST

,
L

The News

Suorts

February 4, 2011

3D

MASTHAY, Fromm
"We saw Tim as a kid who had great
potential, he was such a great athlete,"
Fisher said...He was a four-sport letterman, and his overall athletic ability put
him in a class of his own because he wasn't just a kicker or a punter, he was an athlete who could do just about anything."
Through Fisher's encouragement and
coaching, the football field became the
birthplace of a dream that would soon be
reality in Masthay's life.
"Rick Fisher told me he thought I could
play Division I college football, and that
sparked my aspirations," he said.
Masthay kicked and punted his junior
year before adding wide receiver, defensive back, kick returner and punt returner
to his list of positions his senior year.
Fisher said Masthay knew what it took
to excel.
"You're only as good as you want to be,"
Fisher said. "A lot of kicking is self taught
and, as a coach, you can teach them in the
right way. but the athlete is the one who
puts in the work. He was the one who put
in the time."
Mast hay is one of the. most honored athletes in Kentucky high school history,
graduating as an all-state football player,
all-state soccer player, all-region baseball
player and four-year letterman in basketball, soccer and baseball while leading all
receivers in his classification and ranking
third in the state his senior year.
Besides his versatility and talent in
sports, Masthay. who was voted outstanding male student by peers in his senior
class. shined in volunteer activities
throughout high school, but Fisher said it
was his endurance and inwardly founded
motivation that characterized him as a
champion from youth.
''I'm very, very proud of him," he said.
"He had the drive to keep after it and stay
with (the sport) and eventually it paid off
for him."
That drive was honed and given room
to blossom further at the University of
Kentucky under the coaching of former
NFL coach Rich Brooks.
Brooks, who led the 1998 Atlanta Falcons to the Super Bowl, first coached Masthay at a high school football camp before
he signed with the University of Kentucky
to play under Brooks' leadership full time
from 2005 to 2009.
"I had him at a camp and he was obviously a great athlete," Brooks said in a
phone interview. "I got to work with him
at the camp on punting tecbnigue aod saw
how strong a leg he had and how
approachable he was."
Upon his arrival to UK, Masthay won
the punting and kicking job, much to the
excitement of Brooks.

Photo courtesy of liie.com
Masthay played four years at UK before ooill9 pro.

"He's as good of a kicker as I've ever
seen," Brooks said. "(He was) more athletic than almost all of the guys I've seen and
more intelligent than all of them. including those in the NFL"
That athleticism and intelligence combined with a superior work ethic, set Matshay, who served as wide receiver, punter
and kicker for the University. apart from
the crowd, Brooks said.
"He took development both physically
and mentally very seriously, he did very
well on the lean diet and worked out
above and beyond what we required him
to work out," Brooks said. "He would take
the little tips that we would work on during practice and work on his own, he was
self-motivated and had a tremendous
work ethic. he was a real sponge."
Before graduating with a bachelor's
degree in economics, Masthay, who said
camaraderie with teammates and coaches
combined with the connection he feels
with players around the league are the
main reasons he loves footbaJI. gained
insight into the heart of the game from
leadership and peers.
"I got to play in the SEC against the t'lest
college football players in the country," he
said. "Having success in the SEC boosted
my confidence that I migllJ b~ able to go
further and my coacbes .aJways told me
they thought I could."
On May 1, 2009, Masthay's life changed
when the Indianapolis Colts signed him as
a non-drafted free agent.
After participating in some off-season

training he was waived until the Green
Bay Packers signed him in January 2010.
"It was a difficult choice when l signed
with the Colts because I had seven offers
on the table," he said. "And, while my time
in Indianapolis was short lived, I learned a
great deal there and gained valuable experience."
After signing with the Packers as a
reserve contract. Masthay later signed a
three-year contract and helped propel the
team to Sunday's Super Bowl taking 71
punts this season and earning 3,114 yards
with a 43.9-yard average and his longest
punt registering at 62 yards.
On Nov. 3, the National Football Conference recognized Masthay, who
dropped five of eight punts within the 20yard line in the game against the New
York Jets that week. as their Special
Teams Player of the Week, becoming the
second punter in franchise history to
achieve that title and tying the franchise
single-game record.
His pursuit of excellence led him to his
faith in Jesus Christ, the person to whom
Masthay said he credits all his accom·
plishments.
"My coaches, teachers and friends
throughout the years have certainly
impacted me, and my wife, parents and
siblings have had an even greater impact,"
he said. "But Jesus Christ has penetrated
my heart and I am continually reshaped as
a result, and that has the greatest impact"
Masthay, whose pre-game ritual consists of exercises including eating threeand-a-half hours before kickoff and praying with the team, said it is difficult to
push through on tough days, but reminds
himself emotional maturity is knowing
your actions determine your feelings, not
the other way around.
"I hope I never lose that mentality and
drive because there is no chance I would
be where I'm at today if that were not my
approach, I would have given up a long
time ago," he said.
As Masthay looks to Sunday's game
against Pittsburg, Brooks said he is proud
of the success of his former player in the
game they share a passion for.
"I'm really excited for him and reaJiy
happy that he's had such an impact as a
rookie in that league," Brooks said. "1
coached in the NFL for 10 years and only
made it to one Super Bowl, and he's doing
it his first year. That's pretty incredible."
Masthay said he is not taking this
moment lightly.
"It is a dream getting to play for the
Packers," he said. "I love Green Bay and I
love playing for this team. I want to win."

Contact McDonald at smcdodnald3@
murraystate.edu.

Photo courtesy o( pall.er~proshop.com

On Sunday Masthay will look to win his flfSt SUper Bowl
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Masthay starred for Rick Fisher at Murray HIQh School.
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Women 's Basketball
The Racers travel to Clarksville, Tenn., Saturday to take on the Governors of
Austin Peay Saturday before returning home to play Tennessee Tech on Thursday.

Photos by Rick Burres/The New(
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tlllllllllte In the Racers' 86-641oss to UT-Martln Sltunlly at the CFSI Center.
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Graduate School
Southern Illinois University Carbondale
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for more information:
lu lyons (618) 453.4512 llyons@siu.edu
Pat McNeil (618) 453.4330 pmcneil@siu.edu
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Department opens annual children's show
Jamie Booth

there is also the added bonus of interacting with the audience,
or in actor lingo, breaking the fourth wall.
"When you're in a room on stage there are only three walls,
so the fourth one is between you and the audience," she said.
"Usually, it's like the fourth wall is just a giant window and the
audience is looking in, but in this show we go out of that window. Normally you don't look at the audience, but in this show
you look at them and you talk to them and acknowledge that
they1 re there."
Buttercup is probably the only stepping cow ever to perform
in Lovett Auditorium, and Gardner said she felt accomplished
for having learned all the moves and is ready to put on her cow
suit and dancing shoes.
"The step dance is my favorite part because I've never been
much of a dancer and I've never had good rhythm," she said.
"Because I'm dancing with everybody, it's like, not only can 1
dance, but everybody can and at the same time. I've never seen
a show that bad something like that. It's completely different."
Lindsey Darnall, junior (rom Cadi~ Ky., brings to life one of
the townspeople who, ~&h-Mr town•person husband,
entertain the audience without saying a word.
"We have no lines, it's just pure acting," she said. "It's actually kind of fun. For one thing you don't have to memorize any
lines, which is always nice and for another you're not getting
noticed for your lines. You're like moving scenery. You're
adding more fluff to the scene. You sort of become part of the
set. All your interactions are movements."
While Darnall said children will enjoy the whole show, they
will probably be drawn towards one character in particular.
"I think for a children's show there should always be that one
character that all the kids think is either cute or funny or both,"
she said. "I think the cow does that. It's a skinny little cow who
stands on two legs and barely talks. It's got to be funny. I think
if I was a kid the cow would be my favorite character."
Assistant stage manager Cindy Deininger, junior from Morgantown, Ky., is in charge of things backstage, from keeping the
actors in line to making sure the right props get on stage. She
said her favorite part of the production bas been just sitting
back and watching.
"I really like just watching everything develop," she said.
"Watching the actors in the process of learning their lines and
learning their blocking and perfecting it, as well as seeing the
set being constructed and watching it go up and see it become
a part of the show,"
Even though this show is quite unlike the fairy tale you were
once told before bed, Deininger insists audiences will have just
as much fun sitting in Lovett watching strangers as they did
lying in bed listening to grandma.
"Come in expecting to have a good time," she said. "Also
come with an expectation to see a good show. Come in feeling
good and expect to leave feeling good."
"Jack and the Beanstalk" runs at 7:30p.m. Monday, 9:30a.m.
and noon Tuesday and 10 a.m. Wednesday and Thursday in
Lovett Auditorium. Admission is free for stud.ents with a Racercard and $2.50 for general admission.
Contact Booth at jamie.booth@murraystate.edu.

Staff writer
Most students are familiar with the fairy tale "Jack and the
Beanstalk." Everyone knows it takes place in a far away land
and there are lederhosen everywhere, right?
Well, the Murray State Theater Department's production is
not your grandma's "Jack and the Beanstalk." The far away land
is now a modern-day ghetto and the lederhosen are now stepping shoes.
The characters themselves got a facelift as well. The dairymaid, played by Stevie West, senior from McKenzie, Tenn., is
a much tougher version of the old school fairy tale. She still
trades the beans for a cow, but she does it with more attitude,
West said.
"I basically run the town," she said. "Character development
has been really fun. The character rhat I play is so different
from who I am normally. rm from the south and I'm supposed
to play this girl from New York City. It's fun to get to be someone that l'm not everyday."
To bring the show into the 21st century, the actors are performing several dance numbers, including many that involve
step-dancing.
West not only gets to practice her acting skills, but, as the
choreographer behind the step sequences, she got to bust out
her stepping and dance moves as welL
"It is something different for the department, but it just
brings in some familiar songs that the kids will know and get
excited about to keep them involved in the show," she said.
Because children are the target audience, the dynamic of the
production is much different from that of a normal production,
West said.
"You're allowed to be more extravagant," she said. ''It's more
fun for me because you get to be a little more out there. Kids
give you an immediate response. You know right away if you
were funny or if they're involved in the show. It makes it harder, but it makes it more fun for me personally too."
West said the show will surprise most audience members,
but she encourages people to come and have a good time.
"I don't think audiences are going to have any idea of what's
coming," she said. "You think of 'Jack and the Beanstalk' and
you think of the little fairy tale. They're not going to expect
this, so the audience should come in with no expectations. Just
be open to the interpretation ofthis show."
"Jack and the Beanstalk" would not be the story it is without
the cow that gets traded for the beans and no one knows this
better than Maggie Gardner, freshman from Louisville.
"I'm not half of the cow, I'm the whole cow," she said. "''m
Jack's best friend and I've been with him his whole life. I'm
super thin because they can't afford to feed me. I eat everything. I'm their last resort for living so they have to give me
away."
Gardner, who performed in last semester's" A Doll's House,"
also noted the difference between a show made for a more
mature audience and one with children in mind.
Along with more improvisation and having fun on stage,

Kylie Townsend/Contributing photographer

Jacob Young, junior from Boonville, Ind., takes a rest in a shopping cart during rehearsal for 'Jack and the Beanstalk.'
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ave an a a1rcu
Barbershop targets black community
Jamie Booth

followed him to the new location or dis<:overed him there. He said he hopes college students will make Kampus KUlz their new home
No one would argue Murray is a small
for hair care.
"I used to have a lot of customers from the
town.
general public and about 70 percent were stuSo small in fact, that many times what you
want or need is not available at Walmart or
dents, but now it's probably going to be close
the splattering of clothing, rNail and service
to 90 percent students," he said.
stores in the area.
Students can get a haircut for $10 and a
haircut and shave for $13. Prices for the genBecause of this, many students arc forced to
takl' their business out of town to find what
eral public arc $12 for a haircut and $15 for a
they're looking for.
haircut and a shave.
Two of the area's entreTha Spot, located next to
"I'mdoing it for the
preneurs realized this and
Kampus Kutz, is a men and
students. We're not trying women's store that will carry
decided to give Murray residents, especially students, a
different kinds of urban wear
to make a killing; we're
more convenient way to get
and specialize in sewral
trying to make a living." name brands, said Dcrl.!k
what they want and need.
These two men arc
Bramley, co-owner of the
- Derek Bramley
cousins Timon and Derek
store.
Co-owner. Tha Spot
Bramky. from Paducah and
"We're going to try to keep
Murray respectively, and
it pretty exclusive," he said.
"We're not going to have a whole bunch of
they have opened two stores, a barbershop
and an urban wear store, in the complex
one item. Hopefully, that'll keep people comacross from Pogue Library.
ing becausl' they don't have to worry about
Kampus Kut:z is a barbershop specializing
seeing someone else wearing what they have
in men's haircuts. shaves, eyebrow arching
on. We just want to keep our customers
und shampoos, said Timon Bramley, owner of
happy and keep them coming back."
the shop. While the barbershop targets black
Derek Bramley said he decided to open the
men, all men are welcome.
store because he, and many others, used to
Bramley said he opened his own barberbnve to leave town to get clothes. He said he
shop because there arc not a lot of choices for
wanted to change that by opening a store
black people when it comes to hair care in
close to campus where students can buy
Murray.
clothl.'s more specialized than what chain
''I'm just trying to be here for the students,"
retail stores <'ffcr.
he said. "I noticed around here that there
"Wc arc just trying to get some urban wear
aren't really any barbers for minorities. I'm
clothes in the area because there's nowhere in
not just here for minorities, but there wasn't
Murray that you can get that," he said. "We're
anybody that they could go to really."
just trying to bring something different to
Hramlcy worked at Expressions barbershop
Murray."
for two years before he decided to venture
The store, Bramley's first business venture,
out on his own, deciding a chang" of location
is geared toward college students' styles and
would be in his and the community's best
wallets, Bramley said.
interest.
"I'm doing it for the college students," he
"I was doing really well but I decided to
said. "We're not trying to make a killing; we're
come over here closer to campus," he said. "I
trying to make a living. We're not going hurt
realized that a lot of students didn't have
anybody's pockets. It'U be fair prices and we'll
have stuff that college studenti> and yuuth
transportation to get where I was ,at, so I
wear."
decided to get to get closer to the ones that
supported me."
Tha Spot will open Feb. 14.
The shop. which opened on Tuesday, is
Contact llootll at jamie.booth@murraystate.
already busy, Bramley said. Customers either
edu.

Staff writer

Performers
celebrate
beautiful,
brilliant
women
.

Jessica Haynes
Staff writer
The second annual "Black Women: Bold,
Beautiful, Brilliant" event will be held at
6:30 p.m. Tucsd:~y in Wrather Auditorium.
Amber Marable, senior from Waverly,
Tenn., and head of the event, said the event
consists of u variety of performances and
pieces induding songs, poems, essay readings
and forms of celebrating black women.
Marable said the celebration of black women'!' strength through hardship is important.
"(It's important) to celebrate black women,
to know our struggles and the fact that we can
still come out smiling and stronger than ever,"
Marable s:~id.
Marable said this year the Women's Center
is working together to recite two poems by
Ntozake Shangc from his choreopocm "For
Colored Girls Who Have Considl'red Suicide/When the Rainbow is Enuf," including
"A Laying on of Hands."
The poems were adapted for thl' Tyler
Perry movie "For Colored Girls" released in
November 2010.
Chakeya
Bowen, sophomore
from
Bron:zcville, Tenn., is also helping M:~rable in

Kylie T0\'1-n<;end/Contrihullng phntnRr.lpher

Timon Bramley, owner of Kampus Kutz. gives Slesel Burnette ahaircut. The newbarbershop opened Tuesday.

the event and the performance of ..A Laying
on of Hands."
Approximately 10 people will be performing this year, Marable said, but the number of
participants is still growing. This year,
Marable said she is seeing more performers
writing their own p~1ems to recite.
Tomcshia Ritter, junior from Memphis,
Tenn., is writing an original poem to recite at
the event.
Ritter said the p(1cm is a story told to a
younger woman from an older woman's perspective -about what it means to be a black
woman.
"l want people to understand that the
strength of black women lasts forever," Ritter
said.
Marable said she hopes all types of people
attend the event.
"lt doesn't matter what race you are. just
come celebrate, come dance and clap your
hands," she said .. "Snap your frngers if anything."
Although the event celebrates black
women, Marable said everyone is welcome to
attend.
"It doesn't matter what race or gender, that
night is going to be ;1 night of celebration,"

Marable said. "I want everyont• to bl' there to
have fun, to be relaxed and just enjoy themselves."
"Women who plan on coming. just come
and celebrate," Bowen quickly added to
Marable's statement. "And leave with being
proud to be a woman. Leave being..."
And they said together: " ... Hold, Beautiful
and Brilliant."
"That's the way to go," Marable said. smiling.
For more information on the "Black
Women: Bold, Beautiful, Brilliant" event, contact the Women's Center at 809-3140.
Contact Haynes at jessica.haynes@
murraystate.edu.

If You Go-

Why Factory Farms Must Be Stopped and What You Can Do About It

Daniel Imhoff, noted author and environmentalist, will speak on Tuesday, February 8, at 6:30 p. m.
in t he lect ure hall of MSU's Chemistry Building, located on t he south side of the clock tower.
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Movie Review-- - - - -- - - - - - - - -

Channel Surfing

'Mean Girls' sequel ultimately falls flat

The TV college experience

Features Editor Charlorte Kyle
writes the movie reviews.
Straight-to-DVD sequels are the
redheaded stepchild of the movie
industry.
Often ignored or barely rememben~d. these sequels exist solely to
confuse grandparents and entice
young children in an attempt to
make a few bucks. (''Thanks grandma, I loved 'Bring It On' so I'm sure
'Bring it On 12' will be just as
great.")
The budgets are low, so the studio only has to sell a few copies
from the $5 bin at Walmart to make
a profit.
Actors sign on for a paycheck and
an IMDb credit and cable networks
purchase the rights to air them on
TV because everyone loves spending the weekends with bad movie
marathons.
"Mean Girls 2" is one of those
sequels.
It's bard to be "Mean Girls 2"
with an older sister like "Mean
Girls."
"Mean Girls" had Lindsay Lohan
in her prime, Tina Fey in all of her
awkwardly hilarious glory and pre"The Notebook" Rachel McAdams
as the queen plastic Regina George.
The movie is Internet royalty with
loyal subjects developing meme
after meme.
Because of this teen movie legacy,
"Mean Girls 2~ never had a chance.
However, it is important to look at
the movie as its own entity.
Take away the school name, the
appearance of Tim Meadows as the
hilarious Principal Duvall and the
use of the name "The Plastics" and
you have a completely separate
movie.
A completely separate movie thar
isn't very good.
The story centers on Jo
(Meaghan Martin, "Camp Rock"), a
spunky badass who wears a leather
jacket, knows about cars and cares
about sports. She changes hometowns and schools a lot, so that's
how you know she has trust issues
and hates being friends with girls.
It's Jo's senior year and she's just
trying to get through it so she can
go to the university her dead mom
went to.
The problem comes, however,
when she finds out her college

Photo courtesy t'i JUStjaredjr.com

Mandl and Jo go after the ball after Jo tackled the lead plastic. Apparently they don't know how to play flag football.
funds are gone and will have to settle for an in-state school. Apparently in the movie universe there is no
such thing as college loans or alternate scholarships.
Don't worry: movies like this
always have a solution.
Jo meets Abby Hanover (Jennifer
Stone, "Wizards of Waverly
Place''), a clumsy, artsy, unpopular
girl whose father makes a fortune
with infomercials.
Abby's dad realizes his daughter
is miserable because she has no
friends, so he offers to pay for Jo's
college career if she becomes
friends with Abby.
Clearly Jo has never seen the '90s
classic "She's All That" because, lf
she had, she would know the subject of deals like~this always find
out.
This year's crop of Plastics arc
leader Mandi (Maiara Walsh, "Desperate Housewives"), germophobe
Hope (Nicole Anderson, "JONAS")

This week's •
IYis

and promiscuous Chastity (Claire
Holt. "H20: Just Add Water").
Apparently Mandi hates Abby
because Abby lives across the street
from her and has more money than
Mandi. Their feud is completely
unrelatable and motivated by rich
white girl problems I wish r had.
Because Jo is the new girl who
everyone thinks is cute, Mandi
wants her to join the Plastics.
Instead Jo starts hanging out with
Abby, so Jo and her crew become
the Anti-Plastics.
The movie has a ridiculous plot,
with new storylines introduced
until the last lS minutes of the film.
Even the prank montages fall tlat.
At one point Mandi convinces several members of the student body
to shoot Abby's car with a paintball
gun because :;he took Mnndi's parking spot
Apparently no teachers see the
incident and Abby doesn't feel the
need to report it to the cops.

The writing is awkward and
while these young actors do the
best they can with the script they
were given, there is really no saving
it.
Stone's performance as Abby is
enjoyable - the character, though
cliche, is probably the highlight of
thc film - but Martin's awkward
vuiceovers kind of kill the movie's
chances of being decent.
Oh, "Mean Girls 2" - I don't hate
you because you're bad. You're bad
because I hate you.
Contact Kyle at charlotte.kyle@
murraystace.edu.

*

Zero stars: Save your cash
One star: Only if you're bored
Two stars: Wait for the rental
Three stars: Sec it immediately
Four stars: A future classic
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• "For Colored Girts•
• "Ufe As We Know It"
• "You Again"
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Hard

2~8l -

!+71
-

I never had an
interest in the Greek
system.
I understand its
value to those who
participate, but it's
simply not for me.
To paraphrase a
Jeff Winger quote,
"No, no. To me, (the
Charlotte Greek system) is like
Kyle
Paul Rudd. I see the
Features Editor appeal and I would
never take it away
from anyone, but I would also never
stand in line for it."
Because I lacked interest in that world,
I dismissed ABC Family's "Greek" when
the first promos were released.
It wasn't until I caught a few random
episodes and purchased the frrst chapter's DVD that I really fell in love.
The characters are amazing. They are
interesting, managing to toe the line
between stereotypical Greek and 100 percent unique character.
The show has a meta tone to it. The
plots aren't particularly special - in fact,
many are popular TV tropes - but the
characters reference pop culture, completely aware how their lives mirror TV.
These are the types of characters l
want to be friends with. They're in college, having fun and having problems but
they're surviving. They're going on
wacky adventures while maintaining
these amazing friendships.
Watching the show makes me question
my own life. Should I have gotten more
involved on campus in my many years
here?
Sure, I'm a faithful employee at The
Murray State News and I attend artsy
events, but being social?
I'm not sure if you're aware of this little fact, but I'm kind of socially awkward.
I wouldn't survive in major social situations for too long.
Yet seeing the socially awkward Rusty
Cartwright become a Kappa Tau brother
and completely adapt to that universe
made me jealous.
Even the sisterly bonds of the Zeta Beta
Zeta gave me pangs of jealousy. Casey
and Ashleigh's friendship bas survived
evil .sisters, awkward presidential votes
and shared potential boyfriends.
I realize, of course. that l didn't need
the Greek system. We weren't compatible, and my own group of friends have
become my Cappies, Beavers and
Calvins. We have our own wacky adventures and, in theory, we could get T-shirts
made, too.
Now, during the show's last season, the
characters are faced with the real world.
Ashleigh struggles to find a job and Cappie struggles with the idea of leaving college. They realize they have no choice
but to move forward with their lives.
Me? I get anxiety just thinking about it.
Eventually I'll get to that point. I'll have
to face what's out there. I'll have to leave
behind the super fun events and what-not
that I haven't fully appreciated.
It's terrifying.
I find some comfort watching my
favorite characters go through it, though.
Every week they have a new problem to
face and they do it.
Sure, their problems are solved in less
than an hour and mine seem like they're
never-ending. but eventually things get
better.
And, most importantly. I'm not alone.
I've got my newsies to keep me company.
Contact Kyle at charlotte.kyle@
murraystate.edu.
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Last Week's Solution

Create and solve rour
Sudoku PUZZles for FREE.
Plar more Sudoku and Win Prizes at

PRIZESUDOKU.coM
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